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" Little Tragedies and Comedies
Galore Attend Entrance of

Alien Children Into ‘

This Country. ;

dent fmmigrants! Every one of the
group that caught and held the éye of
the cabin passenger at the rall pbove was

physically and mentally undeveloped, many

ILLITEHATE_ penniless, utterly depen

unable even to talk intelligibly, all under
sized, some feeble to the point of Anability
to walk

Pretty nearly every quality that lmmi
gration authorities conder ind yet thes
were confidentiy sal «w York Bay,
soon 1o be received by Uncle Sam with open
Arms

There were many others of the same
class scattered about the steerage deck

clad in the regalia of many
dering 'n apparent oblivi

cance of thelr condit
©n the faces f
compinions  wers rinmted ¥

commingled

of new of

el Yot t
threshold 1!
Not
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nat  the tolw

Galician
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that environmant counts for more than birth
in the bullding of character. The or |

the naw citizen 1= on h \ r|as

his chapces pf developmer
Jines
Irving Fisher, profassor of political econe-
my at Yale, estimates that & child
$2.900 net—that is, if he llves out the
smal term of years he can produce on the |
average that much more wealth than it
leogts to rear and maintain him.  Multiply |
s that by elghty thousand or n the nim-
bar of immigrant children
lcu:h vear, and we see w!
| the problem means in dollar
But. to return to the little group on the |
stesrage deck The ship was nearing Quar-,
'antine. Filled with vague siories of prod-
'dtu. pryigg, farbldding dootors the chil
| dren crowded to the rall They stood back
llla awe as the khaki.clad physician came |
abasrd. A little Ttallan hastily looked ¢
his 111 Atring sult, patted it out, brus
‘.—. dust, made sure his furny et
! derby was on straight, then stood with grit
' tad teeth till the dread doctor had passed
Imim. Another politely took off his cap
| geveral lttle girls made queer, obsequious |
. ! eourtesies. All were very anxious 1o plensa
At langth the big ship moved on to her
| dock In the North River. Like a flock of
| hewildered sheep the children were herded
{ aboard clumsy white barges and taken
{over to that island with the big red build-
{nge they had seen when coming in, Many !
were straining their eyes for a first sight of |
& father or big brother who, they expected, !
would be theré to meet them, and wonder- |
ing how they wotild find them in all that

nor-

furnished

1is phase of

he

fiat

axcitemnent.
It was a wavering, broken, many-colored, |
silent line. Bables, blinking patiently In

the bright sun, were hugged close One
pouldn't help wondering If the big hoods
and woollen mitts and layers of clothing,
often topped off by an afghanlike cover
of coarse lace, tied at the bottom, didn't
Little boys

seem terribly uncomfortable.
- manfully stubbed along in high boots
j weighing almost as much as themselves. A
3 “ttle Olga lagged momentarily to refasten

her ‘yellow kerchlef with huge red dots
that wes tied over flaxen halr. Then,
| smothering her big, beruffied bib apron,
 ghe smilel at her mother, who, she
' thought, looked sepocially well In & ma-
. genta basque and short satesn ekirt. She
' had 8 new apron. 160, only hers was em-
 mrojdersd.

.’f': Two ltile girls, in gay plaid dresses
' reaching to their heels, were admiring the
. astrakhan cloak and red wool scarf of their
. small neighbor in the line. Most: had
. bundles. nons had dolls or toys. All kept
e ,,nbu to parent or guardian. There were
"~ meven thousand immigrants to be hapdled
‘: .bafore night.

k . To the visiter who enjoyed the unusual
privilege of watching the inspection that

is worth |«

tallowed within the great red bullding the |
procesdings seemed 25 harah and 1:-_1,-_‘115!{'

if s0o many helpl Httle shesp were
Leing assorted for m No wonder the
tiny neweomere shra and trembled at
each But, after all, the harshnesy
f the at humen eculling machine was
only in seeming Nowhers was there any
rea]l unkindness shown by the swittly
working, tired looking ofMcials Sometimas,

even, there was a friendly, resssuring pat

o hrinklng curly head or a slap op a
little shouldsr ss 1t ewayed by

¢ the waight of a heayy hamper, But
when saven thousand human beings must
be passed on in a day therg I not much

time for the expression of gentiment

Thera were looks of concern on the {aces
h little group aw inspector No. 1 un-
1 the paper held by
and shoved them

Physician No. | was the mnext
the path Each little chest was
d In turn and a keen glance was dl-
into each face. DBefore they
ne to sigh their rellef physiclan No
2 was at them This was & lot worse. Al
most before they knew It eyellds

onlously grabbe
the family

remn
head
ard

of

liteln

just they couldn't imagine, Then
there was inspector No. 2 They were get
ting pretty scared by now, but hs wasn't
e had, after all. There was just a Keen
glance and a shove, and on they went

1t did seem good now to meet kindly
matron No. 1, who with a pat and a
smile, helped them on to thé next ordeal
At the top of a long stairway was ons of
the blggest rooms the litile strangers had
ever seen, There were rows and rows of
seats, all of them full of people just like
themseives. Mavbe they were Jate! Was
thersa room in America for all those folks”
They were shut in by a big wire fence
Wae this a prison? Why were the “ladies
and gentlemen'” watching them in the bal-
cony over thalr heads? Perhaps they were
just looking at that great, beautiful red,
white and blue flag, with the stars in the
corner of it, at the end of the room.

Now It was thair turn to move along.
One Nitle family at a time stood Defore a
desk at the end of the room, wherea a
stern Inspector leaned over a large book.
He talked in thelr own language. That
seamed bhetter, He asked ever so many
guestions and kept writing in that blg book.
Why was fathet giving all his papers and
maney to the man? Did folks have to pay
to get into America? But the man jfust
looked at them and gave them all hack.
That seemed good of him.

Word passed along the ling that they were
all through with doctors and inspeetors and
things and were soon to take the ferry
for New York. But that was only for the
fortunate. Back along the straggling line
many 2 |ittle shoulder bore a heart-break-
ing, white chalked eross. Thosa who were

why,

were |
| belng turned back from scared little edes—

© Russian

marked that way were to he detained for
special investigation.

That led the visitor to the detention
room. At the doorway walls of grief were
heard. A sympathetic matron was trylng
to comfort a bereft mother, whose agonizing

appeals went stralght to the heart Two

Jews

haggard from anxiety. Every attendant
was constantly plied with inquiries about
her babe. She searched thelr faces as they
told her to wait; that the child was very

(el It would take time. Often as he
could the father come Heor feurs were
{not allayed. That morning, with spring

months ago she and her baby and husband : sunlight flooding the room and prattiing

arrived,
had work waiting for him in Jersey City,
where a brother had secured smployment.

At the lsland the baby showed symptoms
of disease. The father went on to his
work and the mother remained. The doc-
tor's fears were realized-—baby had scarlet
fever. Alone, it had to go from it mother's
arms to the hospital at Hoffman Island.
Had it been a nursing baby she might have
gone, too, but this baby was feeding from
a bottle. Alone, she sat with empty arms
and walted. Dally children came from the
hospital, restored to health, and gshe
watched the foyous reunions with their
mothers. The days dragged by. She grew

The future seéemed bright, for he | bables all around her, she learned that the

disease had won the victory

At the far side of the room
skinned mother, with huge golden balls
dangling from her ears, was tesching a
wabbly-legged daughter to walk. ©On the
floor near by #at a ring of happy tots, get-
ting endless fun out of a box and a hright
ball. Hix nationalities were represented hy
the group, yet there was perfect harmony.
They had learned the secret of having a
good time. “Buster," the precoclous
eighteen-months-old tot from Christlania,
was one of the most popular. A wee
French baby, with pink, bare toes, recelved
many awkward caresses from stranger

an olive-

children, undismayed by the irritable man-
ner of the mother, who was weary from
the care of five others. On the benches lay
dreaming Infants, most of them fat and
healthy looking, the majority swathed in
numberless garments, all of them uncon-
sclous of the nolse around them

Trugedies are of dally occurrence.  Ths
case of Mrw. Margaret Hurke |s one of the
saddest,  Her husband came over and
worked us a mason till he could send for
her and thelr three children. When she
landed the boys ware found tohave searlet
fever and saon afterward hoth of them diad.
The third child, a little girl, had diseased
eyes and had to be deported. So the grief-
stricken mother went back, leaving the
husband to follow as soon as he had the
money,

A visiter having the rare priviiege of
watching the special inquiry found heraelf
many times getting all choky over pathetle
little Aramas enacted thera, Heare were 0
woebegone trio listening helplessly o &

Hungo.rmn.
apid fire of questtone from the Russlan l eves and trv to censole her husband, whoe
nterpreter The:e was a gaunt, over-|grief was beyond co trol  He hurled his
grown bo " admitted he wa |" t & X1 vit
fourteen, tho ard work and |.'\.-.‘.-'I i he ad ¥ 1 L of
had searzd | ‘ace, He was In che [ i' ta § zeli i T re
Iis little sister siy and four years old, | be T 9 = th of
respectively ( ning h "
The niother was to mest them an i en In vain € ¢t ks
not.” the interpreter explained 1o the hadd \ dafacti rhey
Three days th had waited | i ( g it
Etained, dis little faces were izt L g
what it all meant ' "
e TMor the Lige.cnated me i ve P a | eal '3 r
ealledd thelr names through the apen dooy 1 . mitd - . = i
This time thers was a ghrill cry in answer 1 | "
A hysterical woman rushed through of = z -
door and toward the three childrer The | F h o r 1 T it
face of the bhov lghted with jov, bul the ctfully § nis bhanafact i
little girlx luaked on, stolidly indifferent { brich? 1tte | ¢
Tha woman was checked officer. | a [ T rgel to sa zie!”
She sald sh was the mother. That yas Meme | ' o .
not enongh. 8ha had to prove clalm I " ght pictur 11 will
Many wiles are practissd on the watel ng! X pres oy s tiot (Enng
lof the igland, but asiready the zaunt, il hand—a custom of most 8] 208
| alad Agure, with jts vearning half feartul | Alag f the littla German boyvs we o
| @lances, so full of long thwarted m r»--rf_-.--r- and with great dignits the -
| love, had won its case i galut 34 these Mitle fellow an
Flowaver, technicalities niust La satisfhed poken
“Are thesa vour children?’ demanded the| TIstvan, a Ut f vear-old Hungarian
julge ho) As hee favorite recently at: ELIS
The interpratar repaated the question Telda whers queint figure ke amd all
Yes,' sobhed the mother Thelr futher | kn AN \e | o j
died. T laft tham with.an aunt, and came | am! has been nis daily sorfi]l salute 10
here to earn apough to bring them over.|one of the misslonaries adorad t ¢ {ren
Ian the aunt is dsad and I had to =o d , because of . her sympathst nderstanding
for themy [ A1 pot know what boat they The other dav he was troubied and ght
came on her 1 want to huy an apple an
| “Where do vou work™' e L1 ¢ e en't
' *In a mill in Lawrence right.” and he =OME Wi roskn®
‘flow mush do you earn’ |ef his home co &ha offersd him
| “Hix dollars & weoek dime and told rin al Aut he
‘How much monsy have you® nted a usrs dea Nt ,I.,
‘Fiftv-two doliars here and $125 'n the - he BEsured he " 1 take
| pank, This bankbook shews it your moncy ui ou take mine for it
8he handed the purse and bankhonl con- The exchangs was seriously made SooR
Iﬂrlr-nt]_l to the judge awd turned sgain to | he returned 300, ha canflded, T goL
| the ehjldren | apple and e. I won't eat opangt
i But there wera still other questions. and 11d be waste. 1 will eat ."_.‘--)T
?Ihe fnterpreter sharply rermainded her that snd save half for to-mod ,—u-.\‘
she must pay attention t¢ the couri At mother arrived st the Islanc “;‘:
length the judze was satisfied vear-old boy and daughter of
‘Al right,” he s=atd, and turned to an- : children were detained, as th®
| nther case | mother had been taken i1} and was In the
«Take them home," said the |nterpreter | hospltal. ‘They needed o thorough serube
| pointing to the ehildren. | bing. First the boy was taken to the bathe
The pent-up torrent hroke ibose With | 1oomn.  Frightened by the novel 1vn--~-1-.'ll~f-
another hysterleal cry the mother draw the | he violently resisted the attendant Finsllys
boy toward her, while she nearly smoth- | persuaded by bribes of toyvs, he un'-ml'.'d‘"-
ered the little girls with passlonate caresqes and when he returned to his sister she d
Suddenly she was sliznt. The little girls | not know him Her admiration of BOF
They were bables when | brother in this new state of cleaniinass

did not know her
she left them and she was a stranger
now. They shrank away. Was this only
another strange woman Koing to give them
orders? The mather broke down in tears.
‘*They have forgotten me!" ahe walled
The boy bent over and whispered a word
to his slsters. In a fash two pairs of arms
were around the weeping woman's neck.
Somatimea a father haa come to this far
land to earn the passage money for his
tamlly. Before that great day arrives the
mother has migrated to a further land and
ihe sorrowing father must meet o little
group of orphans
And not all these little walfs meet the
requirements of U'ncla Sam. Perhaps the
parent or relative who meets them cannot
show he ia fpancially. able to support

Uncle Sam’s Tests That New
Relative Does His Best
‘ to Look After Them.
[

|them Sometimee they have been left gy
orphans on the hands of a grudging rely.
tive in the old country Who thinks to pe
rd of them by sending them over hare ty
some supposititious kinsman, willy nilly, 1n
many such cases the hapless youngsters
are not met at all, and after days of dp
| tention they are sent again on that mes.
| slek, homesick voyage to the inhospitably
|p‘.are whence they came
Fecblemindednesgs, ope of the most fre
quent czuses of deportation, is the hapdpgt
| to detect In the case of children. Actugl
[mbeeility and idlocy are comparatively
easy to discover. In the publie schools apy
| found many mentally deficlent children of
forelgn birth who through hasts or the
| diffienity of making such test have besy
passad by the fmmigration authoritles.
On & beneh (n a long corridor the vigitor
saw a disconsplate group—futher apd
mother and daughter of ten, The parents
|u-—re weaping; the child seemed slolid Now
[and then the mother would dry her own

made her faivly anxious to try the hezutify
ing procesy, She was rewarded with a fin?
rag doll

When the mother returned from the Hot
pltal she did not recogrize her own h) e,
cleanliness had so changel their appee’™
ance. £he was much impressed and ac
ally asked her for m bath herzelf

But from the sorrows of the detenti®?
quarters the visitor turned with relief 10
the kg wuiting room, wiere there wer?
fortunate children a-plenty, tagged an!
vaggaged and all ready and impatient f":
the long rallroad journeys (o variois part

of the great mew country. A |'¢IQ:'P""

Lithuanian of five, tagged for Drkotse W8
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